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TO OUK NIIRHtKlHKRa.

Tie mmmt ol nu |><raun »iii M cnteiad bimmi mu tmoka, uairaa
ike meat vi ika »uUcri|<uou In uwi la mimu.
bi*taui aubacukarr m.f lw«ud M muney ky letter, Uta paataja

uf wDicti will ka |Mud by iu, and all tlak aaauwed by ouiaaHe. .a i.
.ale traaauiUatuu.

The WHIMSY I'A KUI-p b'«»!>. d tri weekly during (lie »e«

eiuua ol (Jung-eaa, and eeinl weekly during tlin raceaa.

ttukacriptiona fur a |M»iod l«aa tkau a year will ka raoalred ua
laruu iirupoitiourd to Uie akuv« annual raiea.

AHTKK8 ara authorised U> act aa uur ageuta and
by aaudiag u« riva IMII.Y aubacribara, wiUi #ao aatiuecd. or

rira fiKMI-WKtKl. Y .ubacrtbera, with fKS aacloaad, will ka aa-
tilled lo a copy graiu.

I'rupuaala fur KrerUug the Cuitoin-bouse, Ac.
lit Pluttaburgti, New York.

TU»um Liar AK'l'MK»T,
Washington, December 10, 18&6.

hROCOBALH will be received II Una dspaitment until the ttkb
1 day of Kebruaiy, A. D. lt»7, at IS o clock, noon, for ihe con
.trueUoa of (lie cusli ru huu.e, poel ollics, and court rooms author
ixed to be erected el mi sbu.gh, New *ork. according lo lire plans
¦ud specification. prepared >1 Una department j raid proposals In b«
either lor lire whole buildiug, or acparate lor the dineriui kluda of
work i btlla ol parcel, mutt in every caae accompany each bid
with tbe amount of each kind ol work, uud the total amount carried
out; the department reserving the rlytit lo reject or accept the pro
poaala hereby invited, or any parti thereof, when it deema the iu-
lereet ui the Hulled Slates requires il ; the depariutenl also reauvce
the right lo exclude- Ihe bid. of any peraon or persons whom there ia
Just cauae to believe will not faithfully perform the contract!, or
which they have aiUiin|>led to obtain by indirection ; and all bids
when there shall be parilea in lutereat who do not Join in the bids
and ail bids that, upon investigation, are below a lair price for the'
work.

Hids will uot be received iu grosa, and no contract will be award¬
ed lu a bidder unless detrils are furnished the department of the
prices of Ihe diHerent kluda ol work and uiateriala, which shall be
subject lo the tevialon of ihe department, ao that it may udoni the
whole or part of the bid, as llio interest ol the UuiteJ Stales may re

i|uire.
Ninety pet cent, of Ihe amount of work done and materials de¬

livered, according lo contract price, [said amouiit lo be ascertained
by the eatiniale of an ageulof the department, appointed for that
purpose,] will he paid from liuie to time, as the work progresaes, and
leu per cent, retained until Ihe completion ol the cotitiact am! ac

cspiunce of the work, fcc., by the agent afore.aid, and be'lorioited
iu ihe eveut of iiou lulliluieut ofconlracl.

Contracts will be awarded only to m ister builders and median
iC", »"<! "he assignment thereof, except by cousent of the Secretin v
of tbe Treasury, will be a forfeiture ol the same.
Kach proposal must be accompanied by a written guarantee, sign¬

ed by two resnoiulbie persous, (certified to be so by the United
States district judge or attorney of the said district,) iu the sum of
$5,000, for tilts whole, woik, or of a proportionate uiiiount, if for
any pail, that the bidder will, when required, If his proposal be ac

cepled, enter tulo a contract and boud, with proper and sufficient se¬
curities for its faithful performance.
Form or bond and certificate required will be furnished on appli¬

cation lo the department.
flans, specifications, and working drawings will be ready by the

14th of January, when they can be hud on application to the de¬
partment.
Mj bid will be comiderid uiilnt it fully comyliti in all \tt dttails

wilk Ik* requirement, of tki udrertiiemrnt.
.The proposals must be sent to this department, addressed to the

Secretary df the Treasury, and plainly endorsed "Propoiah Jot Ikt
i'lufb&ii'ga Custom koute," and will be opened at one o'clock, p.
iu., of the lost day named for receiving the same.

JAMK8 UUTIIUIE,
r. .on. ^

Secretary of the i'reaaury.
Deo 13.3awtl8Keb

1 roposal* for Erecting the Custom-House, dec.,
at Galveaton, Texas.

Treasury Department,
Washington, December 10,

PROPOSALS will be received at tiiiii department unlit the J 2th
day of February, A. I), lt-57, al I'J o'clock, noon, for iie con¬

struction of the custom-house, po*t oftice, aud court-rooms author-
ired to be erected at Ga.vrston, Texas, according to the plans and
specification* prepared at this department; said proposals to he eith¬
er for the whole building, or separate for the .Itlerent kinds of work*;
bills of parcels must iu every case aciouipauy each bid. wiih the
amount of each kind of work, and the total amount carried out ;
the department reserving ihe right 10 reject or accept .he proposals
!t iiy ' or any *,arl§ when 11 d««-ms the ntsrest of
the united Htates requires il; the department also reserves the
right to exclude the bids of any person or persons whom there is
just cause to believe will not faithfully perform the contract, or
winch they have attempted lo obtain by indirection; and all bids

!ie" , f'? !al1 ** P|WI|,B *11 Interest who do not Join iu the bids,

work
' UP011 below a fair price lor the

Bids will not be received in gross, and no comract will be award¬
ed to a bidder unlesa details are furnish-d the department of the
prices of Che difFerent kind* ol work and materials, which shall be
.abject to the revision of the department, so that it may adopt the

quire" Ul<! b'd> " ,:ie ol the United States may re

Ninety per cent, of ihe amount of work done and materials deliv
ered, according to contract price [said amount to be aacertalned by
the e.uiime of an agent of the department, appointed for that pur
p-ise,) will be paid from time to time, as the work progresaes and
leu per cent, retained until the completion of the contract, and ac

*0rn'.nV ' by Vh0 ugel" *>'<"e««id, and be furleued
in the event of non-falftlinent of contract.
Contracra will be awarded only to master builders and mechanics,

and the aesignrnent thereor eicept hy consent of the Secretary of
Ihe 1 reasury, will be u forfeiture of the aauie.
Kach proposal must be accompanied by a written guarantee, sicned

.y two responsible persons, (certified to be so by the United States
district judge or attorney of ihe said district,) in the sum of ».') 000
In the whole work, or of a p'oporiionate amount, if lor any part
but the bidder will, when required, if hi* proposal be accepted en'
ter into a contract and bond, with proper and sufficient fcecurhles for
Ms faithful perlormance. form of bond and certificate required will
be furnished, together with plans, specifications, ..ud working draw
lag<, on application lo tho lepartmenu
No bid will be considered unless it ftil'y complies in all lu details

Willi the requirements ofthi. advertisement.
Tke proposals must be seat to this department, addressed lo the

¦-CTCtary ofthe Treasury, and plainly eudorsed '. iVeeo.ai. jot Mr
halvtalon < tahwi kouu" and will be opened al one o'clock, p.m .

of the list day named for receiving the tame
JAVIB* GUTHRIE,

r. ,, - .
Secretary of the Treasury.

Dec 13.Sawtl9Feb
'

omce ol Egerton A Brother,
exchange place.

aovib L0TTCBI.
Maryland lottery, in be drawn on tha llavaaa plan.

GRAND CONSOLIDATED LOTTEPIV OP MAltVI.AND,
aiTsa class aavsn,

To be drawn in Daltmore city on Saturday, Dec. SO, 1KIS.
Priaes amouollng lo t|l3i^00 will be distributed according to the

following splendid scheme
110,000 numbers- 1,000 priies.

Priaes payable In fall, without deduction.
One priae to eeery twenty tickets.

. Guana.

J priae of ^tt.ooo is #l0 000
I priae of 14,940 is 14 840
t priae of 10,0t0 is 10 000
I prlas of 8,000 la i
I prlas of 3,000 is j'imji
I priae of a.OOO )
I priae of 8,000 J*. 4,000
I priae of ,.V)0 i

t priae of l^OO are 4Vi0
1 priae of l^ooi
1 priae of 1,000 i

J prlae of 1,000 [ are 3>000
I prite of 1,000 J

187 priaes of UOO are 37,400
arrmoiiHATion runs.

i prikes of fISA appro z. to f40,o00 priaes are M00
4 prizes of 100 approx. to I4,1M0 prise* «r*> 400
4 priaes of U0 approx. lo 10,000 priaes are 360
4 priaes of 80approi.to g.Ooo priaes ars ;B0
4 priaes of 70 approx. to 3,040 prtxee are SM
OpriaMof SO approx. to 8,000 prltes are 4M)
'1 Prise, of 40 approx to I ,.M*> priaes are 4N0

Pri**" w 30 approx. to 1,0 0 pnaee are 3tMi
' priaee of 10 approx. to 9(i0 pnaee are 7,4*)

i.ooo prlaac, amounting to 131,000
Ticket. $10.halves .quarters $9 SO.
Priaes paid in full, without deduction

All orders addressed to us will be considered a. strictly conftdi
al. and meet with an answer by return of mail.
Notes ofallIgood bank, taken al par. Addrees

SeSfcTOff k BUorHlOt, Regular Mcensed Ag. nla,

Dec 13 eo4tif* 8Po" 0"ce. B«W«ore, Manlaad

IMCOKTANT TO COTTON PLADTkHk.
BP wfcle.h their tnrosnes must be doubled.

THE undersigned kae invented and obtained letter, patent from the

n rJ . r"L . ."*¦>«"". «< and combination of machine

o,.« ¦K r.K11 -'<'*"<">» r«rn. by one continuous process,
' *!* through the ysrions preparation and sinning machine
ry, until it is ready fur shipment f»r weaving1
Tbe..vingf.°« wastebv ibis pr..re.. will beat leant Mn pel neat.:
"" ^*r*" niade from the fibre (unbroken and uninjured by Ibe ope

ration, of the machinery of the present process used to open and dis
entangle It) will be about fifty per rent, stronger and heavier, and
.H command the markets of tke world, distancing ml competition

w sdvanned prices.
Tbs undersigned Is prepared to dispone of privileges to uee hi.

aa'eni sad planters will be Informed ns to is>m., with complete In
.tractions bow lo use il, how to ostein the best machinery, and all
"ther necessnry partic ulars, on application addressed lo

GEtlRfig O. HP.NRT, Mobile.

\L w,ll»e die »hen Madam Mount's CnnsnmpUaa
""ndf A never failing cure, if continued nil

broken «p. Also a sovereign remedy fiw cold", cms p,
" phthi.ic, snd bronchitis. Numbers iu ibis plnee can lesit

w
» «.» .« 330 <i street,

.v' nue
*' ""Hi's apothecary, corner of 7th ami

¦" *«*'.*.'. "iniater at
.en*. Csrtiieale from Eev. Js»e« llaassri.
".f e .<Btw*f

M NtatRR'ate Hi Preach K.»H|.|
" 'tk.uTIi*'' ,0* Voa,,« R street, between 6tb

"""lurs may he obtained at the seminary snd al tha principal
bookstoree.

aar.aancssl

S" P.-0'y.I Trinity Church, Waahlngion.
non W W Heaton, Washington

.A*T WtiMcd Siatee Senate.
JM ' A. Patarea. do.
"". A G Brown, do.

Bw W W "u "'u*4 ¦»»"»' Court.
Boyce, Houae of Bepreeeatativee.Hon. Bayard Claw. go.

It kl'n I> . Bishop of Pennsylvania
*'» o m >

ft. ft , Biahopot Ohio
II. O f Butler, D. t'lnclnnnti.
"ee. II.dlftf

WIliarrln' Hotel.
i. C. * H. A. WIl.l.ARD,

Peaa^leaafa oad iwimtit drret,

It, « m Washington, D. C.

«»*riC«T.-A few .operI or opera lUMa.
"pen'xf «od at moderate pr4cae

.
PARK PR'S

l>« *, 3, ' , ""4 Perfumery Btore, under National Hotel

OFFICIAL.

November W, IMA.
Nouca is bankjr given lo bolder* of (lock of Iti loua «( the

Uuii< Huiu, liui line department will purchaae ibe aaaie uaul,
the 3d of Much unit, uuleaa the aum of ®1,500,000 dial I be prevl
ouaiy obtained, and will pay, la addition lo the liuereei accrued
from tbe dale ol tbe laal aria I aimual dividend of latereat thereon,
together witb oae day '¦ additional latereat lor Ibe taoaey lu raacb |
tbe vendor, Ibe following ralea of pieuuuui on aald alocka
for iba alock of 1841, a premium of 10 per cent.
For Ibe (lock of 1647 and IMt, a premium of IS per cent.; and

foi tbe alock of 1BA0, commonly called Teiaa Indemnity Block, a |
premium of A per cent.
Ceiiitlcaiua of alock Irananiilled lo Ibe departiaeal, undar Hue no

lice, uiual be aeaigned to Iba Untied Bialee, by tbe party duly enti-l
tied lu receive Ibe procaeda. if eent between dale hereof and ibe I
lal day of January next, tbe current balf-year'a laleieet uiual be
aaaigued by lite preaenl alockbolder, or il will be payable aa hereto
fore, and a corresponding deduction be made froui the amount pay¬
able for Ibe alock.
Payment for the alocka ao uaalglied and trai.amitled will be made

by draile on tho Aealelant Treasurers at liuaton, New York, or

Philadelphia, al tbe option of llie parliea entitled In receive Ibe
money, which aliould be expreaaed in Uie letter* accompanying the
certiticutes. J AMEd UUHiRIE, ¦
Nov 99.dUMMarchiff Hecrelary of llie Treaaury.

JACOB REED,
Manufacturer of

ARMV AND NAVY CLOT11INU,
No. 10 aoulh Fifth auecl, Philadelphia.

All colore and qualities ol° military aud IVncy clothe constantly on
hand, and for aule al the loueel prices.
Oct 18.d8mf

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THe|
LAUD OFFICE.

Ukmual. Land Ur»oa,
November 29, 1856.

Si* Tbe following report exhibit* tbe operations of this
branch of the public aervice for tho fiscal year ending 30th
June, 185U, and also for the quarter ending 30th Septem¬
ber, 1856: r
During the year ending September 30, 1866, the new

lands surveyed for market, exclusive of school sections, and
the approved plats of wbicli have been returned to this of¬
fice, embrace an area of 16,873,699 acres.
The portion of this surveyed surface which lies on the

Pacific covers 9,991,884 acres.
Adding the area first above mentioned to the quantity

of surveyed new lauds in the year 1855, we have the quan¬
tity of 41,118,443 acres; of which 17;573,654 acres are sit¬
uated in the State of California and in the Territories of
Oregon. Washington, Kansas, Nebraska, and Utah. The
particulars are presented in the following tabular exhibit:
Exhibit of the Quantitiee of Public Land, exclusive of the

Sixteenth, or School Sectione, Advertieedfor tale in the year
1856, the Quantitiee Prepared for Market and not yet Ad¬
vertised, and the Probable Quantitiee which will be Prepared
in 1857.

Blaleaand Ter-
ritoriee.

Ohio
Indiana
Michigan
Illinois
Wiaconam
Iowa
Minneaota Ter.
Miaaouii
Atk»n«aa
I.ouialana
Mlsalwippl
Alabama
Florida

£S

2
*2SSI
- B ilita . a
1

Total

California
Oregon Territory
Washington Ter
Kanaaa Territory
M< brarka Ter....
Utah Territory...
New Mexico Ter

Total

Aggregate..

Quantities, the plain
of aurvey of which
have been returned
to the General I.and
Office.

Prior to Since the
laelannu laalannu
al report, al report

Acrea. Acrea.

009,701
1,970,760 1,6' 9,5181
3,157,'3» 1,937,015
5.1.%8W 9,711,650!
408.0511
733,9781

9 348,115

609,701
9.8«>,979! 668,166
5,IMM.fM, 1,149 000

577,600

907,017
90 530

9,919.511; 416,914
16,669,974 8,1*1,815
6,680.731
1,3.19 914

6,513 0*
8 6 0*
M 348'

1,864,14
336,304

7,844 4«V
408,051
733,978;

9,555,139
91.53"

3,399,195 1.889,940

.13,544 ,''89

19,3(13 737
9,166,8*)

603,1731
1,864,141
336.304,

966,049 9081049)
7.561,770 9,991,684 17,173,6m! 940

4,984,006
3,57s,Quo
9,161,000
1,15900.
9 SAO,two
9,911,840
',611,600
1,930,*0<i

94,944,7 4 16 673,699 41,116,447' 19,090,946

'Railroad iaada.
It will be seen bv this statement that tbe quantity of

new lands now liable to be disposed of is greater than
at any previous period in tbe history of the land system.

In regard to the new lands in and near tbe valley of the
Mississippi, the progress of actual settlement has been so
rapid under tbe pre-emption system, and tbe propriety of
dealing with this class of our citizens in tbe most liberal
spirit so obvious, that il has not been deemed advisable to
precipitate public sales of these lairds; and this fact ac¬
counts for tbe present great accumulation over former
years, and for the small quantity introduced into market
by public sale during the year 1856. Except so far as

Congress may make grants to the land States and Terri¬
tories in aid of educational and internal-improvement pur¬
poses, it is believed to be the true policy of the government
to secure the public lands to actual settlers thereon, and
withhold them, as far as practicable, from speculators.
This may be accomplished nnder tbe present system by a

slight modification of tbe pre-emption laws. In tbe case
of lands not subject to private entry, not having been
offered at public sale, tbe existing laws prescribe no lim¬
ited period within which tbe pre-emptor shall complete his
entrv by tbe reauisite proof and payment, except that it
shall be done before tbe time fixsd for the pnblic sale of tbe
land. To compel a consummation of the entry, it is ne-

ceasafy to proclaim the land for public sale. Were a time
fixed by law within which the proof of settlement and im¬
provement should be presented and payment made, it
would obviate the necessity of public sales, and leave tbe
entire public domain to tbe settlers under the pre-emption
laws. An amendment of tbe act of 1841, with this view,
is recommended.
During tbe fiscal year ending 30th Jnne, 1856, there were

sold for cash, acres 9,227,878.98
Located by warrants, under military boanty-

land laws, mainly undar tbe act of 3d
March, 1855, acres 8,382,480.001

Making total acrea 17,610,358.98
In addition, there have been reported under evamp

grante,acre* 6,036,874.39
Rttimated quantity covered bv railroad grants,
by acts of May Jane, ana August, 1856.
and ascertained quantity of other internal
improvements, acres 15,680,875.00

Making an aggregate In acres of. 39,328,108.37
For the quarter ending September 30, 1856,

there were sold for cash, part estimated,
acres 834,128.21

Located with military bounty-land warrants,
acrea 954,060.00

Being for said quarter, acres.. 1,788,288.211
Making a grand aggregate for the five quar¬

ters ending 30th September, 1856, of acres... 41,116,394 58
By comparing the foregoing with the last annual report,

it will be found, that whilst there has been a falling off in

the present year in the cash sales, when compared witb
the previous one, there has been a compensating increase
in the quantity dinpneed of by bounty-land warrants in
satisfaction or military services.

In the aggregate ditponl of the nnblic domain, it will
appear that there has wen a large increase, of millions of
acrea, over the quantity of the Ave quarters ending with
the third calendar quarter of i8MSf caused by the recent
extensive railroad grants.
The diminution in the sales anA locations for the quar-
ending 30th September, 1856, !¦ attributable to tbe

withdrawal of large bodies of public lands along the lines
of the roads in the seven land flutes, to which tbe grants
were made by tbe acts of Congress above mentioned |
For the fip^a! yenremllng 30th June, 1856, the receipts from

the sale* of the public lands amount to. ..$8,811,414 53
Tbe receipts for the quarter ending 30th Sep-

tsmber, part estimated, are 726,639 64

Msklng a total of. 9,548,054 IT
Tbe diminution in the cash receipts is caused, alao, by the

sale of large quantities ot lands at reduced prices, fixed by tbe
graduation act of 4th August, 1854, varying from 12^ cmts
per acre to the regular minimum of $1 25. and the fact
that new lands, to no considerable extent, bars been ex¬

posed to public sale during this period.
The following table exhibiu, at one view, the nuantlty

»( public land sold at the regular and graduated price*,
located for military bounties, and selected nnder swamp

grauU, tor the tiacal year ending 30tb June, 1856, end for
the quarter ending 30th September, 1856:

t E |
. Sie **S>I *11 ill

s 8

8! §

t H

i3
T

Number of acre* sold for
cash al mid above tue uliu
iiuum price, #1 95.

Amount received iberafor.

Number of acresaold at grad
ualed prices.

Amount rocetved for the
HUI.

Number ofacres located wltli
military warrant*.

Number of acre* reported
under swamp laud (rant.

Number of acree franted for
Internal impiovementa,
railroads, lie.

Total amount received for
lands aold for caah, at all
prices.

Total number of acrea (old
for caali and otherwise dis
posed of.

T he following table exhibit. the condition of bounty land butt-
neti under the acts of 1647, 1860, 1862, 1865, on Septembtr
30, 1866.

Act of 1847.

a
k
"5

11 It
"9,979
7,50J

2
a k

f v

19,79.1.190
300,190

e7,47Si 13,095,640

It
16 ?.

;it-s
73,591 11,763.36"
5,943 9/7,790

79,464, 19,,001,080

XI
a s.

6,451
»,M0

8,011

I ¦;

r t
£5

1,034,160
69.4i 0

1,094,560

164 acre
B0 «.

27,"WU 4,378,060 9\M3 4,086,f8(
57,649 4,611,920 49,909 3,999,720
103,809 4,154,08* 86, >2'2 3,46u,W8"

188,864 13,144,081 <61,974 11,540,480 9H.e9.> 1,603,600

1,8*)
7,740
17,330

991 ^>0
619.900
693,900

1&9.
1,990 185,900 887)
1,695 135,600 Iff
9,0(9! 3IV,480; 7,97V

11,077 693,9801 9,«9

143,590
105,680
990,1-BU

540,060 9,467

51,681'
99,990
71,60*'

153,9ut

ICO acre
190 "

43,764 7,009,9401
HI,145 10,-W, 4o0
49,319 3.J84.960

317 19 O90
36- 14,64<
5 M

15.OK)
40,161
18,991

9e
199
9

9.413,9*0 97,061
4,819,390 45,984
1,447.980 94,9915,8801 919

5,160 937
90 3

4..VB.960
5.518 080
1,937,08

13.140
9,448

90

i72,909 90,756^11. 73,564 8,690,940 99,3«5| 19,067,370

nummary.

Act 1847..
1650.
1659.,
1851..

87.475,
186,684
11,977

i179,909

O'd Total.. 461,945

13,095,640 79,464 18,001,080
13,144/160 |6i,974 11,540,460

69:1,980 9.,90| 540,060
90,7.16,310 73,564 8,690,940
47,691,310 324

1.364, O,

1,492, 39,,779,560

8,0111 1,094 >10
<26,890
9.487

99,345
1,ao3,&9>
153,90

19,067,370
136,733 14,916,730

The views of this office relative to the power of revision
exercised by the department in the examination of Vir¬
ginia military warrants filed for 6crip pursuant to the "act
of August 31, 1862," are presented In the lMt annual re¬

port.
During the year ending October 18, 1856, warrants have

been filed under thia act amounting to 90,484 acres, of
which amount 66,291 acre* hare been satisfied by the if-
sue of scrip under act of 1862, leaving suspended or re¬

jected 23,094 acre*.
The state of this business is snch that all claims can

promptly be satisfied upon presentation.
There are also now filed in this office, in addition to the

quantity mentioned as suspended and rejected, claims
amounting in the aggregate to 120,090 acres, which are
not in a condition to be finally disposed of, owing to the
want of material evidence to perfect them, such as proofs
relating to heirship, evidence of service, and minor points.
Besides this, many claims are still outstanding, including
those warra-its located In the military districts of Ken¬
tucky anil Ohio, and which have been lost by interferem*
with previous valid locations, amounting probably, In the
aggregate, to 100,000 acres.

In oonnexlon with this subject, attention is again in¬
vited to the vacant land lying in the Virginia military dis¬
trict, Ohio, ceded to the United States by the State of Vir¬
ginia, December 9, 1|I2, pursuant to the "act of August
31, 1M2," and the reoommendation Is repeated, that It be
donated to the State of Ohio for school purposes, with the
restriction of the right of purchase to those having surveys
adjacent to soch vacant lands. It is also suggested that
the act of March 3, 1866, entitled "an act allowing the far¬
ther lime of two years to those holding lands by entries in
the Virginia military district in Ohio which were maile
prior to 1st January, 1862, to have the same surveyed and
patented," may be so extended for a period of five Tears, or
without restriction as to time, as to enable parties in whose
name such entriee stand to perfect them by survey, and
obtain a legal title. Many of these entries stand'in the
name of non-residents, vis the officers er soldiers in whose
names the warrants issued, or their beirs-at-law, and who,
if barred from perfecting their claims, have no other re¬
course than to receive land scrip in lieu thereof, pursuant
to the act of 1862.

There have been issued thirty-eight patents for land In
this district from the 1st July, 1866, to October 18, 1866,
amounting to 3,411 acres.

Authority from Congress Is desired to perfect a nnmW
of the Virginia military records filed in this office, in
which the surveys of the land patented are merely panted
in the records, and. in some instances, not Inserted at all,
consequently showing an Imperfoct recital of title. Al the
lands so granted are valuable, and this office is the source
from which parties interested can alone obtain official evi
dence of tbfir title, it is important that the record should
be perfected.
There have been granted 196 patents founded on war

rants tssusd for the services of soldiers of the war of 1812.
pursuant to the " ad of May 6, 1813," revived and extended
by the acts of July 27, 1842, and February 8, 1884, amount¬
ing to >2,045 acres.
As a measure of Jostioe to claimants nnder this act, it is

recommended that a law be passed, without restriction as
to time, either in location or >»»u/ of warrant for service
As the law now stands, if a warrant should be located af¬
ter the provisions of the act of February R, 1864, had ex¬
pired, there is no suthority to perfect the same by the iMne
of a patent; and if a warrant for this class of service should
not be issued Wore the 26th June, 1869, under the act of
February 8, 1864, the claimants wonld be deprived of all
claim, although the service is equally meritorious as those
for whoss benefit subsequent bounty-land laws hare b«eo
passed.
The same remarks are npptioable to the restriction as to

time in the act of January 7, 1863, entitled "An act aa-
thoriiing certain soldiers of the late war with Great Brit¬
ain to surrender the hoonty lands drawn by them, and to
locate others in lien thereof."

It Is also recommended that the right to make rich ex-

change*, where lands tun until for cultivation, be extended
to the beirs-at-law of the soldier, as in a majority of eases
the patentees arc deceased.
The right to the warrant*, pursuant to the above-men¬

tioned act, extends to the Keir-al-law of the soldier. If iu
the event of his death, and after laud has been duly pa¬
tented to him, it Li found worthless, his heirs should be en¬
titled to good land, iu accordance with the iiiteution of
Congress in conferring upon his ancestor the right to the
warrant.

Scrip jo the amount of 2,000 acres, pursuant to the act
of May 30, 1830, has been grauted to eflirers and soldiers in
satisfaction of United Stales military warrants issued un¬
der act of September 16, 1778.
The three following tables exhibit the progress iu the

adjuslmeul of the swamp grants under th* act of 1849,
which is limited to the State of Louisiana, aud the general
grant of 1850:
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In tbe proceedings had under the act of I860, the act of

1849 was treated as merged in the former until January,
1858, when, br a decision of the Mth of that month, the
Secretary of the Int«rter held the rererne of this, and that
the act of 1850 was merely cumulative, so far «s it related
to the State of Louisinns, embracing certain lands spe¬cially excepted from tbe prior law. Governed by this de¬
cision of thfl ItaMMBI power. || wim *«frrUined that
the great bulk of the selections and approvals which had
been made under the act of I860 shonld be transferred to
tbe law of 184#, and this wu effected by departmental cor¬
rective certificate*.
The snnexed exhibit C ie a luminary of the quantity of

lands selected nnd»«r lioth laws *r the Rtate of Louisiann
tbe onantllv heretofore approved; that selected, and In
conflict with sales, locations, reservations, prior grantsand
private claims, and the quantity suspended, end remaining
to be acted upon The bnlk of the Utter is in the New
Orleans district the greater part within the limits of the
rejected Danterive claim, and will, m speedily as practica¬
ble, be certified to the State,

la order to bring to a close the bnaineas of individual
oonhttte of the claims of the State* under the swamp grants,
a notice bearing date 28th December, 18S.% wm promalged,asd has been extensively circulated. That notios rails
upon all parties objecting to the approval of swamp selec¬
tions to file their *ftiilnv(t« la support of the objections,witbln sii months, with the proper local offl<»rs. Under
this notice s large number of affidavits have lw»n received
from the Stales of Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Mississippi, and
Arkansea, and a few fW>m Indiana, touiainna, and Florida.
The labor in this office Incident to the classification of

the*, and the preparation of the necessary list for the

lM«f offieer., has bwm very great, and it is finished, so fur
as Illinois, Missouri, and low» are concerned. The refer-
ence to the local offices if deterred, because nuuijr of the
affidavits are uot iu due foriu, and it hat been necessary to
return the origioalii. Should there be auy undue dclav iu
the appearance ofcontestants, it will be treated as an aban¬
donment of the contest.

»? ^°"owiuK is a conjectural statement of the quantity
of land applied for by contestants, in contraat with that re¬

ported aa selected:

Total selections Quantity ap-
Stntcs. reported un plied for by

.
der the grant! contestants.

1,32a,836.83 0,038,08
3,235,233.48 672,500.00
3,374,205.13 102,113.43
2,753,873.69 90,160 00
1,097,715.84 150,320.00

10,686,231.00 2,240.00
8,520,792.60 142,840.00

11,630,271.61 3,180.00

Indiana
Illinois
Missouri..,.
Mississippi.
Iowa
Louisiana..,
Arkansas...
Florida

Total. 42,628,158.94 1,168,451.51

The contested quantity in Arkansas may exceed that in
the foregoing estimate, by reason of a contest on the part ol
the railroad, under the law making a grant to aid in the
construction of a railroad from Cairo to Fulton, with
branches to the Mississippi and Fort Smith. The period
allowed thrf contestants to present proof was extended
upon the application of the governor of and senators from
the State, to the 20th October, 1656, and affidavits em¬
bracing 116,000 acres of the quantity in the aforesaid esti¬
mate have been received in behalf of the railroad claim¬
ants, and others are expected.
By a resolution of the 7th May laat, the Senate called

upon tbp department to report what legislation is necessary
to give full effect to the swamp grant and quiet conflicts.
A report was made, and certain legislation recommended.
The subject is now adverted to with the suggestion that
the legislation most requisite is first to fix a limit to the
time within which selections must be mode, and next to
secure bona fide sett lers who have gone upon the lands, re¬

lying on the State title in case of the rejection of the State's
claim.
The swamp-land business in the State of California is

yet entirely unsettled, although important correspondence
has taken place on the subject between this office and the
authorities of the State. In May last the register atMarvs-
ville reported that many surveyors in the State had been
returning to the authorities, as swamp, tracts of land not
shown by the plats to be of that character: that by an act

^20 »er«'^Uri! Par;i«w«re allowed to take up claims of
320 acres of swamp and overflowed lands," and ihose sur¬
veyors were employed in locating the same that in inanv
caaes withm his own knowledge settlers in good faith
who had complied with the United States pre-emption'
laws, found their 'lands, improvements, and dwelling.
cUi. ^Jered upb/ "jMe 6waaT and overflowed land
?h« UnH ,ei,n UP 0118P?cul*"°n,"aud that in some instances
the lands thus claimed were valued at $50 tier acre A

C0««^V° thi8 effect ^ transmitted
to the governor of California, and concert of action suit
gestod between tha authorities of the State and ireneral
government; and that, before any sales in that part of the
Stata, conference should be had with the authorities of the
general government, so as to save Innocent parties from
confltct and loss of title, at the same time tC vlew.Tf
this office were presented touching the character of tH
lands which properly fall within the purview of ib« grant
It la also proposed aa speedily as practicable to relieve this
business in California from embarrassment, and to use
proper efforts to place the same upon a legal bask ue
ty-one patents for swamp ^tiou. U.ve*Jn^ueTcov-
ering T6o page* ; nine lists, covering 6»2 pages, have betn
approved, and transcripts forwarded to the govirno*^
correspondence* *" hM gi. ri<* heavy

liberalLLrKnt«,,tf i°^ j"1* 'Mt 'on °' Congress making
structfou of ^ 't. MTeral 10 »'d 'n the cou-

named withinttSKiKlfflJT7 riilr0*d'

inary ate,, have hSTSSZ'^JEK£S5;
falUn^witV^Si, A< UIU*'' und'r similar lawa, the lands

uj
Probable limita of the grants were

fi e i£i' #*' ^rom .nd location, ao aa to fulfil
£e intention of Congress, which .therwi^ mi*b7 have

h^as r^on^l i0VCC0Unl °f lbe incre»*<1 demand, which

vlrTi^.r^fn ^ Prt*unie wo«'d "is* for lands in the
vicinity of the roads, stimulated by the prospect of lartre
gams incident to these improvements. The sudden

u
Btrk*t ,uch iniportant bodies of land, al¬

most simultaneously in seven different States, had a ten,
grr>l1 fubl'cand Private incofiveni.nce.

^ i
®powtr 01 thi< 0<Hc" have

r ,k ^ corr*Pondenoe with the executive
officers of the States interested to secure the speedy trans
mwston of the mapa of survey of the road., iu order to
enable us to restore to market, aa early as possible all

t m 7 ^ 7"' which> 00 the receipt of such mat.s
should be found not actually needed to satisfy the seveJ«!i
The State of Iowa was the first to accept, as she did by

an act of the legislature, which bad been specially con-

U?h JoTr lStPaXE rh°rSttU «*1 paased on the
Mto July laat, and disposer of the grant for each road to
ra$ru arly-incorporated companies.
The maps of two of the roads.the "MississiDDi and

i^V'c anc^ ^ "I'lbuque and Pacific," as 'dtf,-
n tely fixed .were the firat received, and tftai- o, th«
others have since come to hand Tb. ailment of the

p?*.' w'u ««^p»»uoo«? ih.iii
The map* of final location of thf * AUUma nNj r»i

Pe^^U^d' onufro,D (jM°n,«ou"rv' 10 the directlon°of
poTnTtoaether »l,h f°.nUa""on «« the laat^ne.lione<l

Mobile" L T ^ inf0rm*' ""P* of the " Girard ,md

the New SriLna^T^ °f I'oui,i»" I>«r..on of

all ofThirhTurh ffi "fk,°n r°*d h'T"^ reSvH, on

. -iw ,. f 0141 .ction wiJI had aa may be ad-

^ cept'ing*the grants ^ <* tbo^ Bute, for

,hat lbf 'eKiiUturc of tl»e Sute of
Wisconsin have juat accented the grant for her roads, by
the parage of an act authorising certain compan.ea to rl
ceive the grant of landa to that State.

of Un,U°»Whn^|M1 eatimate of the quantity
th«l n - 7 probably enure to each State under
thoae new granta, after deducting eatimuted States *nd
other diaposaU of landa within the preacribed limita, via

"«» nf Mt.

'.»» IMMir,
rtorta* ] 7ih May, ISM...

'( 17.h»iay. taa«.
Alabama. ,. >3d ln»m, l«»... (

Mill! Aim IBM. S

Miaataaippt llth An( , tRM..
tVl.enn.in 34 Jan*. IHMI
Mlrhl«aa...{ 3d inn*, IBM

Total.

uijtT.fr '.I?1 "IP0"1 th* Br*nt Arkansaa and
liiMouri for the Cairo and Fnlton railroad and branches

*n!t7h , *CJ P,h r*bru4rr' >Hr'^ hM h®"! nearly closed!
and the landa remaining to the general government have
been restored, by a public proclamation, to sale and entry.
i.Jnf ,laun 7.f *, :rHn' ,0 the State, named In vir¬
tue of thi. grant is as follows, vis :

Miaamirt, for bar pau of lb* Calm an.
"*tt"a

Arkaaaaa. for bar pari of thr oikt 'aM
Fulton ...

Arkan«*», M^mphjn brtncli
D" tort Smith (.ranch ..."
Total,

from this It will he seen that, Inconsequence of previous
sales, swamp selections, and other disposal., the quantity
foUows* l"* WU ,h0ft th* ""*. of ,h'' If."1. .»*

Miaaouri ta«T"
ArkaaaM, Catrn aad r.lloa'

I>o Mrmphl. branch ,

.Mt.nn

Mrtt'"fa*m^' ******* ",,n n».».ltr withla lbe Hat

, ,
W7,S3i

sin ri^n00*,1®! ^?,n,t,n*nt ^ th" Fo* *nA WUflOBr

Anona/ Wi*ron*'n. »»der the act of Rth of

!Zr* fl:."Trrml ""ppl'menury acta, I? ap¬
pear. from the returns to thi. offiee that there onlj remain

8,171 acre* yet to be selected, uuder our special official eer-
uiicat? of 26th April, 1855, referred to and explained in
lastanuual report Thin residuum, it is expected, will be
selected before the clone ol the approaching wiuter, aud in
that event, the selections will be complete. An regards the
00,832 acre* of old selections, on account of this grant,
awai> g the confirmation of Congress, they are sti)l with¬
held r iiu sale at the written request of the honorable
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands of the House
of Repieseutatives, to await the legislation which had been
expected on the matter.
The fallowing is a statement of this grant as it now

stands, vis ;

Quantity granted under the several acts 684,26!*
Da selected and regularly approved...208,303
Do. selected under the special certifi¬

cate not approved 405,963
Do. old selections awaiting confirma¬

tion by Congress 60,832
675,098

Leaves ai res 8,171
To be selected, should Congress confirm by law the old se¬
lection of 00,832 acres, which is of lands not offered , oth¬
erwise that amount must be added to the hut mentioned
quantity to bo selected under existing laws from any va¬
cant lands, in the State, subject to private entry.
The surveys in the State of Iowa have now progressed

sufficiently for closing the adjustment, within the limits of
that State, of the Des Moines river grant, under the act of
8th August, 184G, but no further action can be taken until
the compromise proposition for the final settlement of the
grant, recently proposed in the opinion of the Attorney
General, and udoptcd by the department, shall be either ac¬
cepted or rejected by the proper authorities. In the mean
time, the lands in dispute, aline the Raccoon Fork, a'ppear
to be iutersocted by three of the Iowa railroad grants,
made by the act of 15th May last, thus creating a third
party to the already complicated condition of this business.
The following will show the amount selected and ap¬

proved, of lands situated in the State of Iowa, tbr this
grunt, up to date:

Situated below the Raccoon Fork.
Approved July 13, 1848, by Secretary R. J. Acres.

Walker 321,028.0$
Situated above the Raccoon Fork.

Approved October 30, 1851, by Secretary A. II.
II. Stuart.

List No. 1 107,195.78" " 2 25,487.87" " 3 81,707.93
214,391.58

Approved December 17, 1853, by Sec¬
retary R. McClelland 33,142.43
Dec. 30, do 12,813.51

46,065.04
260,347.52

Making aggregate approved 581,375 55
The lands granted to the State of W isconsin by ihe act

of 18th JuDe, 1838, to aid in the construction of a canal to
connect the waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock
river, amount to 138,996 acres. That work not having been
constructed, the landj reverted, by the terms of the act, to
tbeiJnited SUlWs, The State, however, had sold 125,431
acres thereof. In order to settle the matter, the lands thus
sold under the opinion of the Attorney General of the 24th
July, 1852, have been computed at $2 50 per acre, and
charged to the 5-per-centfund of theState,and those remain¬
ing unsold, amounting to 13,565 acres, charged to the 500,-
000 acre grant, made by the act of 4th September, 1841.
The selections under the latter act have all been since made
and approved, except the comparatively small amount of
22,533 acres, in the list of selections bearing date 6th Decem¬
ber, 1855, which requires correction of a small excess. This
State was, by computation made in August last, entitled
to 35,683 acres, under the provisions of the act of 2d March,
1855, in lieu or her swamp lands located by individuals at
the United States land offices.
The operations under the graduation act of 4th August.

1854, have been laborious and embarrassing, fruitful or
numerous and perplexing questions. These have been set¬
tled upon the most liiieral principles consistent with the
provisions of the act prescribing settlement and cultivation
as a condition of the purchaser. Upon entries under this
law made prior to 1st June, 1856, purchasers are allowed
one year from that period to make proof of actual settle¬
ment, kc. All purchasers, after thai period, are allowed
one year from the date of sale to prove up their claims.
This is the extent of executive discretion in the premises
and it is extremely desirable, in order that the matter may
be finally put to rest, that Congress shall either affirm bv
law the action of the department, which has assimilated
this class of cases, in regard to the time allowed, to the
period prescribed in relation to lands subject to private
entry in tho pre-emption act of 1841, or prescribe the
terms on which further proceedings shall be had by
the Executive in the matter, or waive the condition
of settlement and cultivation altogether. It is proper
here to remark, that as the sales under this law arc neces¬
sarily mixed up In the daily progress of sales with those at
the regular minimum, much delay must ensue in the reg¬
ular issue of patents, unless it shall hereafter be deter¬
mined to select and exclude the graduation sales, and sus¬
pend the patents for proof for the period allowed for its
presentation, and proceed with the ordinary sales. In
that case, the effect will be to break the series of numbers,
and lead to embarrassment, and a departure from the reg¬
ular order of issue uoder our system.
The accounts of receivers of public moneys and disburs¬

ing agents have generally been audited and adjusted to the
end of the third quarter of the calendar year.
The act of Congress approved April 20, 1818, "changing

the compensation of receivers and registers of the land offi¬
ces," provides "that, instead of the compensation now al¬
lowed by law to tiie receivers of public moneys for the
lands of tha United Statea, they shall receive an annual
salary of five hundred dollars each, nod a comral-jinn of
one per centum of the moneys received, as a compensation
for clerk hire, receiving, safe-keeping, and transmitting
such moneys to the treasury of the United States; provi¬
ded always, that the whole amount which any receiver ol
public moneys shall receive under the provisions of tbia
act shall not exceed, for any one year, the sum of three
thousand dollars."
Second. '.That, instead of the compensation now allowed

by law to the registers of the land offices, they shall receive
an annual salary of five hundred dollars each, and a com¬
mission of one per cent on all the moneys expressed in the
receipts by them filed and entered, and of which tbey shall
have transmitted an account to the Secretary of the Treas¬
ury i provided always, that the whole amount which any
register of the land office* shall receive under the provis¬ions of this act shall not exceed, for any one year, the sum
of three thousand dollars."
The role which was adopted bv the Treasury for the confr¬

ontation of commissions under this act was rejected bv the
Supreme Court in the case of United Statea *#. Dickson,
(XV. Peters, fo. 141. et seg.,) and decided to be contrary
to the intention of tne act.
The court decided that " the commission is a compensa¬

tion attached to the |>articnlar office for his yearly service,
and not to the office itself for a fiscal year " And in con¬

formity with the decision of the court In the case referred
to, the accountants were instructed to calculate the com¬
missions of receivers of public moneys in the following
manner:

First. If, under a temporary appointment, made by the
President during the reefs* of the Henate, sum* received by
a receiver of public moneys shall have amounted to $250)-
000, and shall have been duly accounted for at the treas¬
ury, then such receiver will be entitled to his maximum of
commissions for said temporary service, which ends with
the day preceding the date of his commission under the
Senate's confirmation. Thus, for example:
A B was appointed by the President receiver of public

moneys on the 1st November, 1%% and gave his bond and
took bis oath, and receipted for the books and papers on
the 1st December, lftftlV, and was subsequently appointed
by the President, and confirmed by the Senate, for the
term of four years from and after the 1st January IR.VJ.
Now, if the moneys received prior to 1st January, 1*50,amounted to $2^0,000, and were duly accounted for, such
receiver was entitled to ene month's salary, and to hi* max¬
imum of commissions of $2,50A, although he had served
hnt for one mohth.

Second If under his confirmed appointment, dated Jan¬
uary 1, 1#M, the moneys received in the year ending De¬
cember SI, 185H, shall amount to $250,000, the receiver
will be entitled to his maximum when such sum shall be
accounted for at the treasury.
Under this rule, should the receiver's office become va¬

cant, and a new receiver he appointed each quarter, each
reoeiver would be entitled to the maximum commission of
$2,500; provide 1 the sales of land during the incumbency
of each should amount to $1Wi,000 .amounting in the ag¬
gregate to the sum of $10,000 for tbs year, which seems to
me to he contrary to the intention of the act The word¬
ing of the act may justify the construction given to it by
the court; bat believing tbe legislature never intended
that tha United States should in any one calendar year pay
more than one per cent upon all moneys received during
that yea'^ and that the commission for any one year, to
whomsoever paid, should exceed in the whole the sum pf


